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judge, who should be bound to give their opinion in public, as
well as the reasons upon which that opinion was formed. But

he wished to see the responsibility always remain with one
man. Let the judge who tried the case be responsible for the
decision; but let him have such assistance in forming that de-
cision as he could derive through the medium of an assessor.
A form of Bill was read, prepared by the Rev. Vernon Har-
court, for regulating scientific evidence, and for providing such
remedies as are above suggested.

CAUSATION OF DISEASE.

THE Saturday Review fulfils amongst the periodical press
a peculiar function which is said to be essential to all British
institutions. Its business is to find fault, and its pleasure to
rufne the plumes of authority. It attacks the Board of Health
for having declined to print, as an official document, a report
on epidemic cholera by a physician who holds on this point
views of which the Board does not approve. This gentleman
totally denies the influence of the emanations of putrescent
animal matter in favouring zymotic disease. Because certain
foul odours have not been proved to be noxious; because all
persons who have been subjected to the influence of the gases
evolved by cesspools, graveyards, and knackers’-stalls have not
perished; because knackers are remarkable for longevity, and
butchers (according to Dr. Tweedie) are free from fever, Dr.
Parkin has concluded that the decomposition of organic matter,
and the putrescence of impure water, are guiltless of the causa-
tion of disease; and that drainage, ventilation, and pure water-
supply are useless for the prevention of disease. Whether the
scientific reader may or may not assent to all Dr. Parkin’s con-

clusions, the interest and value of his facts are undeniable. It
is not a course to be commended in a public Board that it
should suppress facts and arguments adverse to its own dicta.
This is neither conducive to the advance of truth nor to the

public interest. It tends to substitute the arbitrary sway of
the doctrinaire for the temperate and rational operation of a
policy based upon public conviction.
The report, which the Board of Health adversely criticised,

and which has, therefore, been refused publication at the
national expense as an official document, has seen the light
in the form of an independent volume, published by Dr. Parkin,
in order to challenge that criticism which the authorities would
seem to shun.

DEATH OF T. ALEXANDER, ESQ., C.B.,
DIRECTOR-GENERAL, ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

WE deeply regret to announce the decease of Mr. Alexander,
the Director-General of the Army Medical Department. He
died suddenly on Wednesday, the 1st instant, at seven o’clock
in the morning, after illness from gout which had lasted about
five weeks. He was a man of fine physique and in the prime
of life.

Mr. Alexander had seen much service, and had never failed
honourably to distinguish himself. He served with the 60th
Rifles in the Kaffir war of 1851-53 (medal), and was principal
medical officer of the expedition across the Kei in 1851, and
also of Kaffraria for some months. Here he displayed the pecu-
liar energy and thoughtful prevision for all those under his care
which subsequently marked him for the highest post in his
department. He introduced gardens, ventilated huts, and
provided a system of sanitary inspection. He was thanked in

orders-a distinction which was earned by his conduct in peace
as well as in war. During the Crimean campaign, Mr. Alex-
ander was in medical charge of the Light Division of the Army
of the East from the time of its taking the field, throughout
the campaign of 1854-55, until the division left the Crimea for
England. He was never absent from duty a single day during

the whole of this trying campaign. Whoever else might have
been blamable for the sufferings of the troops, at least he was
beyond reproach. Mr. Alexander was never mentioned by
anyone in authority, or by any press reporter, except in terms
of the highest commendation. The sanitary condition of the
Light Division in the Crimea maintained a high standard,
which was mainly due to his indefatigable personal exertions.
His professional services in the field demonstrated both skill
and courage : he twice performed amputation at the hip-joint.
He was mentioned " most honourably for his able exertions"
in the despatches of Lord Raglan and General Codrington. At
the close of the war Mr. Alexander was decorated with the
Crimean medal and three clasps; he was made Commander of
the Bath and Knight of the Legion of Honour.
During all the disasters of the Crimean campaign, Mr.

Alexander had displayed a clear perception of the wants of
the soldiers, and the defects of the medical organization of the
army; and on the constitution of Mr. Sidney Herbert’s Com.
mittee of Inquiry, he was appointed a Commissioner. He took
a leading part in the inquiry, and showed himself thoroughly
alive to the necessity of real reforms.
At the close of the Commission, Dr. Andrew Smith resigned

the post of Director General of the Army Medical Department,
and Mr. Alexander succeeded him (June 22nd, 1S58). He was
charged with the execution of the recommendations of the
Commission. He entered on his work with characteristic fer.
vour, but he carried it through with judicious discretion. It
is not too much to say that under his auspices the whole medi.
cal organization of the army has been altered, and incalculably
improved. The new Warrant has conferred fresh privileges
and higher rewards on the medical officers. Their relative
rank has been raised. A permanent roster has been established
for foreign service, which is always open to inspection. An
admirable and intelligible rule for promotions has been laid
down. The service has been rendered worthy of men of in.
tellect and acquirements, and means have been taken to pro-
vide that none other shall be admitted. The examinations have
been elevated to a higher standard; the qualifications raised.
A school of military surgery has been established. The hos-
pitals have been partially remodeled; the dietaries, &c.,
greatly improved. The foundations have been laid for general
statistical and hygienic departments, which will have charge
of the general returns of health and disease from the home and
foreign corps. These great changes Mr. Alexander had effected
in the brief period which had elapsed since his late accession to
office. His sudden and unexpected decease cannot but be
lamented as a loss to the army and to the Department, and
will be profoundly regretted by all who knew his personal
worth, or could appreciate his public services.

DEATH OF DR. TODD.

THE medical profession and the general public have sustained
a sudden and severe loss in the unexpected death of Dr. Robert
Bentley Todd. We purpose to publish a memoir of him next
week. The few facts of his short illness are as follows:-
Summoned into Wales to visit Mr. Crawshay, the eminent

iron-founder, Dr. Todd returned to Shrewsbury on Sunday
last, where he was obliged to spend the night. In the even.

ing an attack of vomiting occurred, and a quantity of blood
was voided from the stomach. Nevertheless, with charac.
teristic energy, Dr. Todd reached town by an early train on
Monday morning, and received patients as usual, although
feeling far from well. Dr. Liveing, who happened to call,
endeavoured to persuade him to give up his afternoon round of
visits, but without success; and just as Dr. Todd was about to
leave his house, a fresh attack of hsematemesis came on, and
he was removed to bed. Dr. Watson, Dr. Latham, Dr.

Armitage, and Mr. Bowman were immediately sent for, and
hopes were at first entertained (contrary to the patient’s own
opinion) that the attack would pass off; these, however, proved
fallacious, as the haemorrhage continued, and he breathed his
last at eight P.M. on Monday, January 30th.

Thus, in the prime of life,-for he was only fifty-one,-and
in the full blaze of success and prosperity, has one who could
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be little spared been taken from us. No man was more en. Ideared to his numerous pupils, and for no one will more genuine
grief be felt. It is but six weeks since Dr. Todd delivered his
farewell lecture at King’s College Hospital, on resigning the
post of physician; and those who then heard his clear and
succinct views on the proper nature of clinical teaching, in
which he himself was so great an adept, but little thought they
heard him for the last time, and that the adieu then so kindly
and feelingly made was to continue for ever on this side the
grave.
A post-mortem examination, made on Tuesday evening by

Dr. Beale and Mr. John Wood, revealed immense congestion
of, and haemorrhage into, the stomach, duodenum, and ileum;
and the liver presented symptoms of advanced cirrhosis. The
kidneys were enlarged, and much congested. The chest and
head were not examined.
The funeral of Dr. Todd will take place at Kensal-green

Cemetery this day (Saturday), at a quarter to two P.M. As a
number of former pupils and professional friends of the deceased
have expressed a desire to pay a last tribute of respect to his
memory, by following his remains to their final resting-place,
arrangements have been made that those who wish to be pre-
sent on this jccasion should meet at the entrance-gates of the
Cemetery, where they will join the procession.
Dr. Todd leaves a widow and five children, one of whom is a

boy, at present at Eton.

Correspondence.

DR. NEWTON HEALE AND THE ROYAL
SOCIETY.

‘"Andi alteram partem:’

To 6 .N(K<0)’ of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I beg to trouble you with the following narrative, not
because I am individually concerned in it, but because I con-
sider it of the utmost importance to the profession at large that
the practices which I shall bring to light should be sternly reo
pressed by public opinion.
Having completed a number of laborious investigations as to

the distribution of the bloodvessels in the lungs. I sent a paper
on the subject to the Royal Society in the year 153, accom-
panied by drawings, executed by a skilful artist, ’[ his paper
was read before the Society, and afterwards published in ab-
stract.
The paper contained quotations from many anatomical writers,

and amongst them some from Sharpey and Quain’s work on
Anatomy, and the object was to show that the statements made
by these authors, as to certain anatomical facts, were dis-
proved by the evidence which I then brought forward.
In the course of a short time, I had notice from the Society

that my paper and drawings were referred to Dr. Sharpey I
and Mr. Bowman for their adjudication, and my presence at
Somerset House was required, together with my preparations,
in order to verify the statements which I had propounded. I
was somewhat surprised that the same gentlemen, whose pub-
lished statements I had impugned, were appointed as referees
on the subject of my paper ; but, nevertheless, I attended, and
demonstrated the facts by producing my preparations from which
the drawings had been made. I was met, however, at once by
the declaration that they (the adjudicators) had made investi-
gations which were adverse to my conclusions ; but they did
not produce the preparations from which they had formed their
opinion, nor did they explain what was the object of my being
called upon to produce my specimens, since they had already
arrived at an opposite opinion, but which they did not attempt
to establish by any evidence.
Some time afterwards I was officially informed that my

paper was carefully enrolled amongst the archives of the
Society, and that it would be preserved for future reference.
As I was quite confident in the irrefragable correctness of the
statements made in my paper, I was content to wait for their
corroboration by future investigators. I consoled myself with
the motto, " Magna est veritas et prevalebit."
Having recently published a work "On Vital Causes," in

which the anatomical points insisted on in my paper are inci-
dentally alluded to, I have since been appealed to by many to
produce the evidence on which I grounded those conclusions.
I accordingly applied to the Council of the Royal Society for
permission to make copies of the drawings, with the view to

having them lithographed and published at my own expense.
I obtained this favour on condition that Mr. Basire, the artist
whom the Society was in the habit of employing, should exe-
cute the engravings. I therefore attended at Burlington House
on the 24th ult., with Mr. Basire, for the purpose of giving
him instructions, when, to my astonishment, I was informed
that neither my paper nor the drawings were to be found, and
that the archives of the Society had been made up for the year
1853, without my paper having been included even in the
catalogue. ,

Were it not for the professional character and reputation
which Dr. Sharpey and Mr. Bowman have attained, would not
the foregoing account warrant the inference that those gentle-
men had undertaken to act as referees on my paper with the
intention of suppressing its publication in the " Transactions,"
and that they had themselves been the cause of its abstraction
from the archives of the Society? I wish it to be distinctly
understood that I bring no such charge, because I have not a
scintilla of evidence by which to establish it. The paper and

drawings were entrusted to their custody as referees, and they
have not since been heard of.
A work has lately appeared upon the same subject, which

has gained the Fothergillian medal. For seven years I have
solaced myself with the confident expectation that, sooner or
later, my claims to the merit of the paper would be acknow-
ledged, and that my right to the priority of the discovery of the
anatomical facts would be established by the evidence of my
paper in the archives of the Royal Society. Fortunately, I
have many of the preparations from which the drawings were
made still in my possession; I have also a rough copy of the
paper itself. I intend to have fresh drawings executed with
as little delay as possible, and to lay the subject before my
medical brethren in the form and manner which may be con.
sidered most expedient.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
Winchester, Jan. 1860. JAMES NEWTON HEALE, M.D.JAMES NEWTON HEALE, M.D.

MILITIA SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I know not that I could hit on a more appropriate
time than the present, to lay the position of militia surgeons
before your notice. I had hoped that this duty (for duty it is}
would have devolved on some more worthy member of the pro-
fession than myself, having anticipated during the last Parlia-
mentary session, and the sitting of the Militia Commission,
some notice would have been taken of our grievances; and that
you, Sir, would have come forward, with your able pen, as the
champion of our much-neglected cause. True, your time has
been fully occupied by endeavouring to promote the welfare of
our professional brethren of the army and navy, and pleased
am 1 to say with the happiest result. Chaplains, paymasters,
adjutants, and many others, (whose name is legion,) have all
had their grievances ably and successfully represented, but the
militia surgeon, in spite of his remonstrances, and the repeated
demonstrations he has made for redress, is much worse off in
this enlightened era of the profession than he was twenty years
ago.

Doubtless you are acquainted with the fact, that for some
time past militia surgeons have been applying to be placed,
with increased and a definite scale of pay, on the permanent
staff of their respective regiments. I am but one of many, but
feel, when I state my own grievances, I am echoing the senti-
ments of the majority of militia surgeons; and it is to the posi-
tion of these gentlemen during disembodiment I would solicit
your particular attention. Some time ago I gave up a good
practice to accept the commission of surgeon to my present
regiment, with the understanding that we should be embodied
for at least five years. Six months had hardly elapsed ere we
received our orders for disbandment, and I was left with a
small gratuity (very inadequate to liquidate the expense of

, travelling, uniform, and regimental subscriptions) to chew the
cud of disappointment. As long as we were out, we were in
receipt of good pay, and were on a par with surgeons of the

L line; but at length the fatal day of disembodiment arrives.
What is our position now ? 9 One most anomalous; holding no

military rank or status, yet we are compelled (by the Militia.
Act) to reside at the head-quarters of the regiment, in medical

, charge of the permanent staff, and receive as recompense, the
) large sum of twopence per week per head. This includes, on


